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“Who needs 
brothers 
when one 
could have a 
girl?”
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Lehigh enrolls its 
first female 
undergraduate 
students. 
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LEHIGH’S INTELLECTUAL 
HERITAGE AND HISTORY



◼College of Arts and Sciences 
◼Middle States Accreditation
◼ “Shared academic experience”

BACKGROUND



◼College of Arts and Sciences 
◼Middle States Accreditation
◼ “Shared academic experience”

BACKGROUND

◼ACRL Framework for Information 
Literacy
◼2 credit course
◼ “Lehigh’s Intellectual Heritage and 

History”



Unit 1: 
Lehigh’s 

Founding

Source type 
differentiation

Source 
evaluation

Unit 2: 
Coeducation

Primary and 
secondary 

sources

The scholarly 
conversation, 

pt. 1

Unit 3: 
Lehigh’s 

Curricular 
History

Popular, trade, 
and scholarly 

sources

Unit 4: 
Lehigh in the 

World

The scholarly 
conversation, 

pt. 2

Unit 5: 
Bethlehem 
and Lehigh

News literacy

Data literacy

LEHIGH’S INTELLECTUAL HERITAGE AND 
HISTORY



Historical Reading Information Literacy Reading
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LEHIGH’S INTELLECTUAL HERITAGE AND 
HISTORY



◼ Discussion boards
◼ Quizzes
◼ Papers

▪ Primary Source Analysis
▪ Liberal Arts Position Paper
▪ Annotated Bibliography
▪ News Analysis

◼ Final Project

LEHIGH’S INTELLECTUAL HERITAGE AND 
HISTORY



Can we 
dismantle the 
master’s house 
with the 
master’s tools?

ENTER AUDRE LORDE



 “For the master's tools will never 
dismantle the master's house. They may 
allow us temporarily to beat him at his 
own game, but they will never enable us to 
bring about genuine change.”



“My Experience as a 
Low-Income 
Student at Lehigh 
University”

STUDENT 
PROJECT



“My Experience as a 
Visual Artist in 
Lehigh University”

STUDENT 
PROJECT



“Exploring the 
Town-Gown 
Relationship 
between Lehigh 
and the Bethlehem 
Community”

STUDENT 
PROJECT



◼ Do we work within the “master’s house”?
▪ How do our institutional contexts perpetuate inequity?
▪ Does/can the library and librarians function apart from this?  

◼ What, for us, are the master’s tools?
▪ Collection development?
▪ Classroom experiences?
▪ Institutional records, statistics, and documents?

◼ Can we, as librarians, work against social injustice and inequity within the 
framework of the institution?

ROUNDTABLE QUESTIONS


